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1 TusssaLoxlaxs it. 13. 


Fie this cauſe 40% thank we God without 


ceaſing, becauſe when ye received the Word © 5 


of God which ye heard of us, ye received 
2t not as the word of men, but (as it is in 
truth) the Word of God, which ofeitnaly 


worketh alſo in you that believe. 


by our Land Jeſus Chriſt to ſupply the 

want of his perſona] preſence and liviog 
voice in his churches after his aſcenſion. He com- 
miſſioned his Apoſtles firſt, and by them all his 
Miniſters, to ſpeak in his name ſuch truths as he 
has revealed, to urge men to repent and believe the 
Goſpel, and beſeech them to be reconciled to God. 
God i is in Chrift reconciling the world unto himſelf, 
promiſing- to be merciful to our unrighteouſneſs and 
remember our ſins and iniquities no more, upon our 
repeptance and faith unfeigned ; and” having fully 
nd OY ed = terms of Lon and falyation 
| in 
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in the written > word. he has fo Far commiced to. all 
his Miniſters the word of reconciliation, that they 
are ſent to inſtruct men in his whole will, according 

to the Scriptures, and exhort and perſuade them, by »[ 
every argument and motive, to receive and comply 

with the gracious propoſals which God has made for 

their eternal happineſs, and teach them to walk 

worthy of their holy and heavenly calling. 


Miniſters are ſent, as the Prophet Ezekiel was, to 
ſpeak the word of God to men in his name, whether 
they will hear or whether they will forbear; and 
while they keep to their orders, and ſay no other 
things but what they are authorized to ſpeak by Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, they may boldly ſay—* He 
that heareth us hearkens to the word of God, and 
he that rejects our doctrine refuſes to receive the 
meſſage ſent by us from God himſelf. 


One great tet why the preached Goſpel is fo 
unſucceſsful is, becauſe men do not conſider and re- 
ceive it as the Word of God, but as the word of man. 
This is the true reaſon of their backwardneſs to at- 
tend public worſhip, their careleſſneſs and levity in 
hearing, their diſregard to the moſt important inſtruc- 
tions and admonitions, and their unfruitfulneſs, after 
the beſt endeavors to, cultivate in their minds the 
1 of God and the practice of holineſs, and 
teach them the way to everlaſting life. If men could 
be fully perſuaded chat the things which are from 
time to time urged by their Miniſters, are the very 
ſame which Chriſt has revealed from the Father, and 
commanded them to ſpeak, and which God himſelf 
is ſpeaking by them, it would have a happy tendency 
| | > ö 
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fo awaken all the powers of their minds, and operate | 
on their hearts; and by their own experience they 


would find the word of God effectual to their 


ſalvation. 


So blind and obſtinate are Gol men, that Mini- 
ſters may always expect to find a number reſolved not 
to regard their preaching, or receive their word even 
upon Divine authority: like the deaf Adder they 
ſtop their ears, and will not hearken to the moſt ſkil- 
ful charmer. What God ſays by the Prophet Iſaiab, 


which our Lord applied to thoſe Jews who rejected 2 


his doctrines, and St. Paul after ward to the unbelieving 
Jews at Rome, is applicable to many in all ages of the 
chriſtian church, Go unto this people and fay, hear- 
ing ye ſhall hear and ſhall not underſtand, and ſee- 
ing ye ſhall ſee and ſhall not perceive; for the heart 
« of this people is waxed groſs, and their ears are dull 
« of hearing, and their eyes have they cloſed, left they 
„ ſhould ſee with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and underſtand with their heart, and ſhould be con- 

* yerted, and I ſhould heal them.” The Apoſtles, 
tho' under immediate inſpiration, did not meet every 
where with equal ſucceſs in their preaching, any more 
than their divine Maſter; ſome believed the word 
which they delivered, and ſome believed not; while 
ſome received the truth on the authority ef God, 
others contradicted and blaſphemed; to ſome they 
were a ſavor of life unto life, +5 others of death unto 
death. And all Chriſt's Miniſters may expect to meet 
with ſimilar treatment; to ſind ſome reddy to receive 
their doctrine as from God, and others diſregarding it 

as of no more weight than the word of man, and 
being only a gainful craft, But it is a great comfort 
| N - 30 - 


„ 
to every pious Miniſter, and to all who love the Name 
and Goſpel of Chriſt, and affords matter of great 
thank fulneſs to God, that notwithſtanding. the con- 
tempt caſt on the Goſpel by many, there arg always 
ſome who readily receive the word, and receive it 


not as the word of man but, as it is in truth, the 
Word of God, in whom it works effectually to their 


ſalvation. Thus the Apoſtle in our text rejoices and 


gives thanks to God, that the Theſſalonians had diſ- 
covered fincere regard to that Goſpel which had been 
preached among them, and received and obeyed it as 


of divine and not human authority, and that it pro- 
duced every happy effect in conſequence of their faith. 


In the Text we may eſpecially take notice of the 
following things, viz.— That the word which the 


Apoſtles had preached to the Theſſalonians was in 


truth the word of God — That the Theſſalonians re- 


ceived it in a very different manner from what they 


would have done, had they conſidered it merely as 


the word of man; they received it as the Word of God 


— [It therefore produced i its proper effects by virtue of 


their faith — And the A poſt les thankfully acknow- 


ledged their faith and obedience to be owing to the 
grace of God beſtowed on them. My diſcourſe on 
this text ſhall be methodized according to the pre- 
ceeding obſervations. 


I. It is the duty of every faichful Miniſter of the | 
Goſpel to preach the pure Word of God, and 
take great care not to depart from it ;—that 

fo the whole tenor of his preaching may be 

_ affirmed to be the very truth which God has 
revealed for the ſalvation of men. 1 08 

Miniſters 


4 


Miniſters hive no commiſſion to teach any thing 


as abſolutely neceſſary for men to believe and practiſe | 


in order to ſalvation, but what God has clearly re- 
vealed and commanded in the holy Scriptures: They 
are ſent to ſpeak and act in his name, by his authority 
and they muſt keep cloſe to his inſtructions, beyond 
which their authority cannot reach. This is evicent 
from the tenor of their commiſhon—* Go ye mhere= + 
« fore and teach all nations, -baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, teaching 
them to obſerve all things whatfeever Have Corp 
„ manded you.” | 


: - Every faithful Miniſter aims to ethers ftcially t to 
his orders; he makes the Word of God his rule, 
depends on it to confirm the truth of his doctrines, 
and may demand the attention and obedience of his 
hearers to all which he delivers upon ſuch incon- 
teſtable authority, But ſince it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that all are alike faithful, or that none are liable to 
ſay any thing contrary to ſacred truth, or for which 
they haye no warrant, I ſhall endeavour to ſhow you 


when and how far Miniſters may be conſidered as - 


preaching the Word of God : And this ſhall ber re- 

preſented in a negative and poſitive view, „ 
Negatively, 1. It is not to be ſuppoſed that Mint: 7 
lers are ts ſpeak by inſpiration. This is neither true 
in fact, nor neceſſary in itſelf. They claim no ſach 
prerogative, nor has it belonged to any ſince the 
days of the - Apoſtles, All neceſſary truth is al- 
ready revealed; the Scriptures contain every thing 
of importance to the eternal happineſs of man; ſo 
that if an Angel from. heaven were to come and 
- ""_ 
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preach another Goſpel than what cur Lord and bY 


Apoſtles preached, we muſt not receive him, To 


the law and to the teſtimony, to the Scriptures of the 


Old and New Teſtament, we mult appeal for. the 
truth of what is delivered; by theſe we muſt examine 
every man's doctrine. If any Preacher ſpeaks con- 
trary to theſe, let his pretenſions be never fo high, 
let him boaſt never fo much of immediate revelations 
from the, Spirit of God, we may be ſure there is no 
light in him; he is a dreamer, or deceiver, a miniſter 
E: Satan, though he pretends to be a miniſter of righ- 
teouſneſs. The Son of God, when he erected his 
kingdom on earth, made knowh the whole counſel 
of his Father, relating to the ſalvation of mankind, 


and eſtabliſhed all the laws effential to the conſtitu- 


tion of his kingdom; or elſe his work was not finiſli- 


ed, and his rupees would be defeated. 


2. We muſt not imagine that Miniſters are to ſay 
nothing but what may be found word for word 1 in the 


Scriptures, This could no more improve men's minds 


in the knowledge of the Scriptures, edify chriſtians, 


and convince painſayers, than the bare reading of 


things not well underſtood. Our Lord and his 

Apoſtles ſaid many things in their preaching which 
are not recorded, and gave large and particular ex- 
planations of the doctrines handed down to us in the 


facred writings. We find, in Mark iv. 33, 34, after 


Chriſt had delivered ſeveral parables contained in that 
chaprer, when his diſciples were alone, he expounded 
all theſe things unto them. We have no reaſon to 
think that every particular ſentence of his Sermon on 
the mount, or any other of his diſcourſes, is recorded; 
as we are aſſured that many tranſactions of his life 

5 | are 
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are omitted; for St. John obſerves, that 1 all which 
Jeſus did had been written, every one, even ihe world 
itſelf could not contain the books which might have 


been written, i. e. the volumes would have been too 
bulky and numerous to be generally read and under- 
What we have is only a ſummary of our Lord's 
: dofrines and life, for our general direction in the way 
to happineſs ; and it is written for every chriſtian's 
ſtudy and meditation, and to be explained from time 
to time by the Miniſters of his Goſpel as occaſion re. 
quires, in the ſame manner as he himſelf explained 
theſe things to his diſciples. Nor have we any thing 
more than general minutes of the Apoſtles diſcourſes, 
as far as was neceſſary to inform us of the principal 
truths which they preached; and it is the proper 
buſineſs of Miniſters to enlarge upon theſe things, and 
expound and apply them _— to oy e 
en 4 
1 
It is not neceſſary that Miniſters ſhould an 
9 delivering their own ſentiments in doubtful or 
merely prudential matters, nor are they debarred from 
enforcing divine truths by rational as well as ſeriptu- 
ral arguments. For every wiſe man may ſpeak his own 
opinion if he does not arbitrarily impoſe it upon other 
men; and ſound reaſon and ſeripture mutually aſſiſt 
and throw light on each other. We find the Apoſtles 


themſelves delivering ſome things only as their own. 


judgment, not as doctrines or commands of Chriſt : 
and when they were perſuading men to receive the 
Goſpel, they often reaſoned from the law of nature, 
and the common ſentiments and feelings of mankind, 
as fell as from the ancient ſeriptures. | 


En 
4. 111 is not inconſiſtent with the character of a good. 
Miniſter) of Jeſus Chriſt, and one that ſpeaks the word 


of God in truth, that he is liable to miſtakes and errors 


in ſmaller points, which do not ſubvert the main 
doctrines of ſalvation. Chriſtians ought not to receive 
every thing which Miniſters may ſay with an implieit 
faith; for the wiſeſt and moſt pious men are ſubject to 
the ihErwiries of human nature, and are very ſenſible 
of their own imperfections; nor is it cenſorious to 
ſay, that all who appear in the character of chriſtian 
teachers do not preach-the ſame Goſpel which Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles delivered. We know there were 
ſome in the primitive Church who called themſelves 
Apoſtles, but were deceivers, and taught men to de- 


part from the faith; and there may be the ſame ſort 
of perſons in every age. But we mult be cautious of 
entertaining unjuſtifiable prejudices againſt thoſe that 
preach the Goſpel, and labor to commend themſelves 
to every man's conſcience in the ſight of God, becauſe 


of ſome little difagreement of their ſentiments with 


what we judge to be taught in the Scriptures When 
hearers are too delicate, critical, and captious, and 
watch for every flip of the tongue, every fault in ſtile 
or compoſition, and every miſtake in ſentiment, they 


tranſgreſs againſt the plain precepts of charity, and 
Harden themſelves againſt the Word of God. You - 


ought to hear with the utmoſt candor and impartiality, 


deſiring nothing ſo much as to know what God re- 


quires in order to your obtaining eternal life; and 
then when you hear doctrines and exhortations de- 
livered with all ſolemnity and vehemence, as matters 
of infinite concern, fearch the Scriptures, ſeriouſly - 
judge whether theſe things are fo, and if you find 
eu true, 4 the Word of God, This is what 
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every ood Miniſter deter while he adheres to the 
truth as it is in Jeſus, your examination of his 
doctrines will moſt effectually accompliſh his deſign in 
your faith and chear ful obedience. Knowing bis own 
weakneſs, he deſires not to have dominion over the 
aith of his people, but to be an helper of their j joy. 
As our Lord ſaid to the Jews“ If 1 do not the 


Works of my Father, believe me not; but if I do, 


tho? ye believe not me, believe the Works”—ſo every 
faithful Miniſter will ſay,—* If I ſpeak not 5 


to the dodrine of Chriſt, believe me not; but if 


do, tho? you believe not me, believe bis werd who . 
is the faithful and true Wienels *— 


9 


| This leads me to ſhow you more e Agel 6 Shs” 5 
and how far Miniſters may be conſidered as preaching 


the Word of God, which after what has deen ſaid 1 


3 (hall do very briefly, Now, 


Poſitively. Miniſters then preach the very Word oY ) 
| God, and ſpeak in his ſtead, when the main doQrines 


and precepts, which they urge to be believed and 


obeyed in order to ſalvation, are only ſuch as Chriſt 
has auctions muſt appear, to all who ſeri- 


ouſly and impartially fearch the Scriptures, that they 8 


deliver the great and neceſſary truths reveal 
| heaven—When they explain, inforce, and apply theſe 
things faithfully according to the oracles of God — 
When they repreſent ſin and holineſs, the law and 
goſpel, faith and obedience, the way of life and the 
way to death, in the ſame light in hich the Scriptures | 
repreſent them, fo that they can ſafely appeal to the 
divine word for a full proof of all which they call 
upon their hearers to believe and practice. The 
common wie ding; of men are ſuffcient to 
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of theſe things, and they ar are Us convinced i in their 


conſciences of the truth, even when they refuſe to 


acknowledge and obey it. And as chriſtians have all 
needſul — for paſſing a right judgment con- 


cerning the doctrines they hear, it is at their peril if 


they either believe things inconſiſtent with the Word 


of God, and ſo encourage themſelves in ſin, or reject 
thoſe facred truths which he has commanded to be 


preached and believed, and . are Jot before them 
in a convincing light. h 


"FP proceed now to the ſecond general FORT hs 


11. That when Miniſters found their preaching 

Fr . on the Word of God, Chriſtians ought 
to receive it as his Ward, and not as the word 
of man. r 


This conſequence i is plain to every man's AY 
for every meſlage ſhould be regarded not. as his word 
who brings it, but his who ſends it. Divine truth is 
the ſame whether written or preached ; whether ſent 

an Angel or à man, it has the ſame author, and 
deſerves the fame credit, Therefore he that deſpiſes 


what is ſpoken agreable to the ſ&ed oracles, deſpiſeth 


not man, but God. As Moſes and the Prophets were 


to be heard and obeyed, not on their own account, 


but as perſons who ſpake by God's authority; ſo the 


doctrines which Miniſters preach are to be conſidered 


not as theirs, but as the Word of God, bo, a as you 


have evidence that they are ſo. Beta 


There is a very great difference betwixt receiving 


the word preached 2s the word of man, and as the 


Mord 4 Cod: this I ſhall briefly illuſtrate, 
Mes 


„ 
| Men are apt to be careleſs in their Aktentiom to 
mere human inſtructions in matters of religion. I. 
the ſpeaker dwells upon any diſagreable topic, or 


ſpeaks of things which we are little diſpoſed to thin 
of, we ſhall eaſily be diverted from giving heed. to 


what he ſays, and his beſt reaſonings and admonitions 
will be loſt upon us. Or if we attend, while he is 
inſiſting upon any truth, our own prejudices may 
eaſily overbear his arguments, and we ſhall be inclined 
to believe what will be moſt agreable to our humour 
and practice. In matters of greater importance, which 
may not be capable of perfect demonftration, we ſhall 
be ready to plead the want of clearer evidence; 
doubts and difficulties will be perpetually riſing in the 
mind, which the preacher's authority cannot remove; 
and upon the whole we ſhall oppoſe our own pre- 


| conceived opinions to all that the wiſeſt men can ſay 
againſt things we are fond of. Thus the doctrines 


of godlineſs and virtue will loſe their weight; we hall 
not regard what is ſaid of the odiouſneſs of vice or. | 
the excellency of religion; we may conſider the belt” - 
inſtructions only as good advice, which we may da 
well to follow if we can, but which we have liberty 
to neglect if we ſuppoſe it will be attended with any 
inconvenience, We may be pleaſed with argument 


and eloquence, but not made better by what we hear ; 
We may be Jed into many fine ſpeculations, but re- 


ceive little advantage from them as to the reformation _ 
of any material parts of our conduct, and be benefited 
much leſs as to the inward principles and affections of 
the foul. Thus, if you look on the word preached 
only as the word of man, you will have bur little 
regard to it; you will be very indifferent whether 
you hear it or not, or you will hear with an air of 
Nr Oo „ levit y 
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CALL and neglect; the moſt important truths (as we 
commonly ſpeak) will go in at one ear and out at the 
other; and ſo there will be but ſmall grounds to 


expect that you will be perſuaded to forſake your 


darling luſts, and become the ſervants of God. Men 


axe generally reſolved to follow their own inclinations, 
and go on in their habitual - courſe, in defiance of 
| reaſon, and all the eloquence of orators. 77 


But on he contrary, if you conſider the word 


. as the Word of God, you will attend to and 


receive it with awe and reverence, in ſome meaſure 


as if you heard the voice of God himſelf ſpeaking to 
you directly from heaven. And would you in this 


caſe be careleſs and unalarmed? Would you eaſily 
let any thing flip which God himſelf calls you to 
hear ? Would ycu turn your back and not be preſent _ 
to hear the inſtructions and commands of the Eternal 


King? Or, when he addreſſes you in the moſt au- 

thoritative and moving language, could you idly gaze 
on every trifling object, give way to a roving fancy, or 
it down and drowſe and ſleep? Would you not hear, as 
for your lives, for the life of your ſouls, that you might 


kuow your Maker's will, and obtain the bleſſings of his 
favor? If you conſider the word preached as the 
Word of God, your minds will be open to conviction ; 


you will earneſtly deſire to know the truth, and be 
ready to embrace every thing revealed from heaven. 


Thus, your prejudices being removed, you will be 


more capable of judging of the doctrines of Scripture; 


and your regard 10 God will make you cautious of 
receiving any thing inconſiſtent with his word ; while 


at the ſame time you will readily yield to the power 


of truth, and acknowledge ihe wiſdom of God 
| lnfivicely 
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infinitely ſuperior to all the weak reaſonings of your 
on minds. This will ſilence many bbjections which 
you might be ready to make againſt what is affirmed 


and urged merely by man, and bring you to ſuch an 
humble, reachable, obedient temper, as will be the 
beſt preparation of mind for 'the reception of divine 
truth. You will receive the Word of God with faith ;- 


you will give full credit to every doctrine of Scripture 


on the authority of the God of truth; you will ſee 
the importance of every part of the Goſpel; and 
heartily comply with all the inſtructions and com- 
mands of Chriſt —— You will alſo find delight in the 
Word of God. It will not be to you a cold enter- 
tainment, but it will warm your hearts. Obſerve 
what the difciples ſay, Luke xxiv. 32. as ſoon as 
Jeſus had convinced them, by breaking bread and 


then vaniſhing from their ſight, that he was their 


Lord, riſen from the dead. Did not our hearts 


| burn within us while Hit talked with us by che way 
and while he opened to us the Scriptures ?? Divine 


truths, clearly. explained and juſtly applied have great 
force; they have' a dire& tendency to awaken the 
foul, convince the underſtanding, and give life and 
warmth to all the paſſions; eſpecially when they are 
received as coming ſrom God. Yqur hearts will glow 
with love and facred pleaſure, when Chriſt opens your 


_ underſtandings to ſee the force and excellency of the 
doctrines of his word, and it comes cloathed with his 


authority. You muſt feel ſomething of the fame _ 
delight which the diſciples had in attending on Chriſt's 


own miniſtry, if you conſider the great. truths of the 
_ Goſpel, delivered from time to time, as the very fame 


which He himſelf delivered, to awaken finners to 
repentance, and guide their feet in the way of life. 


64 £ 
If you receive every truth agreable to the Scriptures 
as the Werd of God, this will fix every thing on your 


memories, ſo that they will not eaſily be forgotten, 


but remain always ready to influence your practice. 
For what can be more likely to impreſs things deep 
on the mind, than an apprehenſion that God is wre 


ing to us? and how can ſuch impreſſions be eaſily 


worn off? Laſtly, if you receive the word preach- 
ed as the Ward of God, it will produce in you a fear 


of rebelling againſt it, diſpoſe you to comply with 


every duty required, and have an abiding influence 
on your hearts. Every truth will come with demon- 


ſtration of the Spirit, and with power; and you will 
go away, not as if you had only been entertained. 


with a learned lecture on moral philoſophy, or a 
flouriſhing harangue, but as perſons to whom a 
meſſage from God has been delivered. You will 


ſeriouſly meditate cn the truths delivered, often re- 


flect upon them, bring them &foſe to your own con- 
ſciences, and be careful to reduce them to practice. 


But a more particular conſideration of the efficacy of 


the Word on the heart and life, when conſidered. as 


Divine, belongs to the next gene; ral head, to which 


1 proceed, 95 


III. The Word of God, received as from him, will 
produce all the happy effects — by it, 


Theſe effeds may be comprehended i in the lle. 


ing particulars.—It will produce Repentance o, ſin.— 


It will bring the ſoul iato an humble Sabſection te 


Chriſt, —It will transform the ſoul into the divine 


image. — It will make you fruitful in every good work, 


It will afford comfort and joy, and animate you with 


courage 
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courage and rofelution” to go through every duty, and 
all trials and ſufferings, and perſevere to the end, 
that you may obtain glory, honor and immortality, 
Upon each of theſe parygulars 1 ſhall ben a little. 


If you heartily believe the truths of the Goſpel 
preached from time to time, and-receive them as the 
Word of the great Sovereign of the World, they will 
work in you Repentance of fm, Your finfulneſs is 
_ repreſented in ali the Scriptures; the corrupt ineli- 
nations of your fleſbly natures, conſequent on man's 
_ firſt rebellion againſt his Creator, the vices of your 
hearts and lives, your fins as they appear in the ligt 
of the lew, and as they are aggravated by the mercy 
revealed in the Goſpel, are plainly ſet before you, 
Your miſety is laid open, as you are under the do- 
minion of fin, under the diſpleaſure of the King of 
Kings, loſt to the ways of holineſs and happineſs, and 
every moment liable to death and everlaſting de- 
ſtruction. Theſe are plain doctrines of the facred 

Scriptures; and if you believe them on divine au- 
thority, with that firm and realizing faith which h you 
ought to have in the Word of the God of Truth; if 
you receive them with attention, reverence, and Telf= 
application, you eannot be eaſy in your ſins, but muſt 
be convinced of the neceſſity of Repentance, and 
excited to confeſs your guilt with deep humiliation 
and ſorrow, fly to that mercy revealed in Chriſt as 
your- only hope, and reſolve by divine grace no Jonger 
to continue ſervants of iniquity. Though the Holy 
Spirit is the prime agent in working repentance, yet 
He works with- and by the Word of truth, both read 
and preached. Men are not converted without ſome 
previous inſtruction in thoſe doctrines which are ſuit- 
ge N „ able 
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is the great deſign of the preached Goſpel, by which 
divine truths are more fully opened, and particularly 
applied. The ſucceſs which the Apoſtles had was 
owing to the full declaration which they made, every 
wheze, of every thing relating to the ſalyation of fin- 
ful men by Jeſus Chriſt, When their preaching was 
received with a ſtrong faith, and entertained in the 
heart, it rooted out the moſt violent prejudices, in- 
lightened the blindeſt minds, conquered the moſt ob- 
ſtinate ſinners, and turned them from darkneſs ro 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God. There- 
fore the Apoſtle attributes to Chriſt, as the living | 
Word of God, all that power and energy which, in 
the moſt common interpretation, belongs to the written 
word, or the doctrines preached in his name, Heb. iv. 12. 
* The Word ot God is quick and powe ful, ſharper 
than any two-edged ſword, piercing even o the di- 
yiding aſunder of ſou] and ſpirit, aud of the Joints 
and marrow, and is a difcerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart,” OY 


Again. The Word of God, EOS and fully 


' . preached, and received with faith. will bring the 


foul into an humble ſubfection to Chriſt. This is 


inſeparably connected with true repentance; for to 


repent is to change the mind, to turn from fin to God, 
ſo as to become his ſervants, There is no medium 
betwixt fin and holineſs; we muſt either belong ta 
God as his ſubjects, or remain under the tyranny of 
Satan. Therefore, if the Word of God perſuades us 
effectually to repent of our ſins and turn from them, 
it wuſt neceffarily bring us at the ſame time into 


ſubjection to the authority of Chriſt, the King of the 


Church. 
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Church. The Gof pe] inſiſts on our balioviee in Chrif 
as the only way of obtaining pardon and acceptance 
with God unto eternal Lite, and manifeſting our 
intire ſubmiſſion to him; it repreſents Jeſus Chriſt 
as the Prophet, Prieſt, and King of his people ; and 
refers the beginning and progreſs of the ſpirituat life 
wholly to Him, as the Author and Finiſher of our faith: 
jt aſſures us that the great deſign of his coming into 


the world was to fave ſinners, and bring them homme 


to God, from whom they had gone aſtray ; ro waſh 
away their fins in his own blood; to. deliver them 
from condemnation ; to redeem them from all in - 
quity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of good Works; to ſanctify and cleanſe them 
by his Word and Spirit, and bring them to a life of 


obedience to his Father's commands. The moſt 


powerful motives are uſed to perſuade men to believe; 
motives taken from the unavoidable miſery and de- 
ſtruction of all who refuſe to acknowledge him as 
their Savior, the nature and efficacy of faith, the 
bleſſed fruits of reconciliation to God, and the fore 
promiſe of eternal life to all who receive and obey 
the Goſpel, Therefore, when the preacher delivers 
all theſe things, and urges them, agreable to the facreq 
oracles, and we receive them with ſincere faith, as 
the very traths which God has revealed, we ſhall 
willingly become Chriſt's diſciples, and devote our- 
ſelves to the ſervice of our divine Maſter. In the 
firſt chapter of this epiſtle in which our text is con- 
tained, yon may ſee what effect the Goſpel had on the 
Fheff1tonians, when it came with power, and with the 
Holy Ghoſt, and with the moſt affured belief of it. 
They immediately became followers of the Apoſtles, 
and of the Lord, both in obedience and 
: they 
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they turned to God from: Idols, to God the bring u and 


true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven; ſo 
that they became patterns of faith and obedience to 


all the churches.” - _ 


Farther. The Word of God, when waived | as 


from Him, with aſſurance of faith, will transform the 
foul into the divine image, and make you fruitful in 


holineſs. The Word of God is frequently mentioned 


in the New-Teſtament as the means of Regeneration. 


St. Paul writes to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. iv. 15. 
Though you have ten thouſand inſtructors in Chriſt, 
yet have' ye not many Fathers, for in Chriſt Jeſus I 
have begotten you through the Gopel.” And St. Peter 
ſpeaks of Chriſtians as born again, not of corrupt ible 
ſeed, but incorruptible, by the Word of God which 


liveth and abideth forever: and as having purified 


their ſouls by receiving and obeying the truth.. And 
in 2 Cor. iii. 18. the Apoſtle, ſhewing the excellency 
of the Goſpel above the ow inaſmuch as it reveals 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Savior of men, in the moſt important 


and divine characters, and repreſents thoſe heavenly 
truths in the plaineſt view, which before were veiled 


by ceremonies and types, ſays—* We all, with open 


face, beholding as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, 


are changed into the ſame image, from glory to glory, 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord.“ —i. e. The whole 


Goſpel, conſidered as to all its doctrines, precepts and 


promiſe, is like a glaſs, which reflects immediately on 
the ſoul the glory of Chriſt, and conveys the life and 
ſpirit of holineſs into our hearts; and ſo transforms 
us into the ſame image, while we behold the divine 


glory, according to that Spirit of the Lord who ap- 
pears in and works by the Goſpel, Now, as the 


Wore 
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Word preached is nothing elſe but this ſame Goſpel, 
more particularly explained and inforced, agreable to 
the deſign of it, whenever it is received with a full 
belief of divine truth, it will produce the ſame effects; 
it will change your diſpoſition and governing habits ; 
it will ſanctify your ſouls; it will make you reſemble. 
Jeſus Chriſt, and God the Father, in holineſs; it will 
bring you co yield ready and cheerful obedience to the 
commands of God, and make you more and more 
fruitful in every good work. All theſe good effects 
were produced among the-Coloſhans, and all who 
were brought to know the grace of God in truth, as 
you may ſee in the firſt chapter of Paul's epiſtle to 
them: The Word of the Goſpel which came to 
them, together with the reſt of the world, and which 
brought, forth fruit in all places, was fruitful alſo 
among them from the day they recerved it and knew 
the grace of God in truth. And therefore he prays ' 
that they might ſtill walk worthy of the Lord unto 
all pleaſing, being fruitful in every good wort, and 
increaſing in the knowledge of God. Our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt very clearly ſhows the efficacy of the Goſpel 
on the hearts of men, whenever it is properly re- 
ceived and entertained, in the parable of the Sower ; 
the very deſign of which is, to repreſent the different 
ſucceſs of the Goſpel, according to the different diſ- 
poſitions of the hearers, and the kinds or degrees of 
faith with which they received it. They who are 
careleſs and inatrentive, like the high-way, which 
never receives in the feed ſown; they on whom it 
makes but flight impreſſion, as ſeed ſown in ſtony 
places, where the earth is ſhallow ; and they whoſe 
minds are fo crowded with a multitude of worldly 
cares, pleaſures and purſuits, that the doctrines of the, 
5 _ © - *- Golpel, 
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Goſpel, like wheat choalted with briars and thorus, 
cannot find room to grow and bring forth fruit; all 
theſe receive no laſting advantage by the Word 

preached. But they who hear, and entertain it in 

good and honeſt hearts, and who cheriſh it with faith 

and love, bring forth fruit with large increaſe, though 

in different degrees; ſome thirty fold, ſome 5 

and ſome an hundred. 


Leſtiy. If you receive . Word with faith, as i 
is in — the Word of God, it will afford you abundant 
comfort and joy, and animate you with courage and re- 

ſolution to go through every duty and all trials and ſuf- 
ferings, and to perſevere to the end, until you obtain 
glory, honor, and immortality. When you firmly be- 
lieve all the precicn+ promiſes of the Goſpel, you will 
experience that comfort and joy deſigned by them; you 
will find the aſſurance of pardon given to all believers, 
and the hope of eternal life which God, that cannot 
lie, has made to thoſe that love him, affording as much 
ſatisfaction to your minds, as if you had heard theſe 
things immediately from the mouth of God. You 
will have ſenſible pleaſure in all the truths which are! 
preached, when you find them ſuited to every cir- + 
cumſtance of your ſouls; they will be like food to 
maintain your ſpiritual life; like cordials to revive 
your fainting ſpirits ; like good news from heaven to 
elevate your minds, and quicken you to profecnte the 
great buſineſs of religion, and ſecure a portioa with 
the ſaints. While you hear the great duties of chriſ- 
N tianity recommend ed and enforced, you will be con- 
Age | vinced of their excellency, and the obligations you are 
1 under to obſerve them; and out of love to Chriſt who 


commands them, and from the conſideration of the 
preſent 
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preſent. and future advantages which! will flow from 
them, you will be ready to comply with the whole 
will of God, and with great zeal and enlargement of 
heart run in rhe ways of his commandments. The 


Word of God will fortify you againſt temptations ; 


it will be like armor to defend you from all the 


aſſaults of Satan; like a ſword to Vanquiſh all your 


enemies; it will enable you to ſubdue all your luſts, to 
overcome the vanities of the world, and reſiſt the 
iuticements of the wicked. How great ſoever your 
difficulties and diſcouragements may be, the Word of 
God, not only the written but the preached Word, 
will help you through them all, and make you refolute 
in a life of godlineſs ; it will comfort you under ſuffer- 
ings, and make you willing to endure all things rather 
than forſake your God and Savior, If you believe 
that Chriſt Jeſus: has ſuffered for us in the fleſh, 
leaving us an example that we ſhould walk in his 
ſteps; that ir is your honor, and for your f. ſpiritual 
benefit to take up the croſs and follow him, and even 
to ſuffer with him, and that all the afflictions of the 
. preſent life are working out for you a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory; as often as you 
hear theſe things inſiſted on, you will find yourſelves 
fortified and ſpirited to endure the greateſt reproaches 
and perſecurions, the ſevereſt trials in providence, and 
all the common evils of the world, and to go on in the 
ways of godlineſs to the end, notwithſtanding the op- 
poſition you meet with in the way to heaven. Thus 
the primitive chriſtians overcame all their enemies, 
and patiently went through all ſufferings, by the power 
of that Goſpel which they had received, and which 
they believed ro be from God. The Apoſtle con- 
rms this in the verſes EY following our 
D text: 
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text: In proof that che Goſpel did work effectually in 
the Theſſalonians through faith, he adds.“ For ye, 
brethren, became followers of the churches of God 
which, in Judea, are in Chrift; for ye alſo have ſuf- 
fered like things of your own countrymen, even as 
they have of the Jews,” If you receive the Word 
of God with faich, you will be nour iſbed by it and 
increaſe in grace; inſtead of falling away from God, 
you will be continually carried forward in religion; 
you will grow in wiſdom, faith and holineſs, renew 
your ſtrength, and riſe as on eagles wings toward 
heaven, run without wearineſs, and walk without 
fainting ; and God will keep you by his mighty power, 
thro? faith, unto eternal ſalvation. St. Paul, when he 
Was taking leave of the Ellers of Epheſus, com- 
mended them to God, and to the Word of his grace, 
which, fays he, is able to build you up, and to give 
ou an inheritance among all them which are ſanQi- 
fied.” St. James exhorts chriſtians * to receive with 
meekneſs the ingraffed Word,“ becauſe it was able to 
ſave ther ſouls: it is perfectly adapted to this end, 
and will accomplifh it. And the Apoltle Peter, that 
he might promote the progreſs of believers in hoh- 
neſs, directs them to continue their deſires after the 
Word, as new-born infants naturally deſire the nouriſh- 
ment of the breaſt; becauſe the doctrines of the 
Goſpel are as neceſſary for the growth of chriſtians, 
who are born again of the ſpirit of God, as milk is 
for babes. All Scripture is given by inſpiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction and for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that 
the man of God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed 
unto all good works. To know the holy Scriptures | 


will make men wile to ſalvation, thro? faith in Chriſt 
nas 
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| Jeſus; and therefore to hear, from time to time; the Oe 


fame things which are taught in the Scriptures, from 

the lips of a preacher, accommodated to the various 
eireumſtanees of chriſtians, and to receive them as of 
divine authority, will ſtrengthen, eſtabliſh, and comfort 
your hearts, build you up in faith and holineſs, carry 
you forward in the ways of religion, and qualify you 
more and more to. be partakers of the inheritance of - 


the ſaints in light. 


All theſe great and happy effect will be 1 

by the preached Goſpel when it is properly received 
and mixed with faith. It is not in the power of the 
preacher to give ſuch efficacy to the Word. Man 
can only ſpeak to the ear ; he cannot give under- 
ſtanding, communicate faith, or make the hearers 
obedient. Nor does the Goſpel, by the mere ſound 
of it, renew, ſanctify, comfort, ſtrengthen, and ſave the 

ſoul. Theſe things depend on the manner in which 
it is received, and the energy of the Holy Spirit 
working with and by it. The Spirit of God has 
immediate acceſs to the ſoul of man, alarms the 
conſcience, prepares the mind for the reception of 
truth, awakens attention, inlightens the underſtanding, | 
engages the affections, and deeply imprints and fixes 
the truch in the heart. And ſo every truth exerts 
its power to quicken, ſanctify, comfort, and eſtabliſh 


chriſtians, and lead them on to eternal glory. 


I ſhall now give you a very brief illuſtration of the laſt 
general head, which offers itſelf to us in the Text, viz. 


IV. There is great rea ſon for thankſulnefi to God, 
when chriſtians receive the preached Goſpel as 
his Word, with chat faith which renders it 


elfectual. 


D 2 They 


N 


They who know the excellency of 1 Goſpel, the 
worth of ſouls, the infinite importance of falyation, 
and the invaluable bleſſings to which believers are 
intitled; they who ſincerely love God and our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who have experienced the efficacy of 
* the Word on their own hearts, and are concerned. 
3 for the ſpiritual weltare and everlaſting happineſs of 
5 their fellow- men, cannot but rejoice, when they ſen 
any brought to the knowledge of the truth, and re- 
ceiving it with all readineſs ot mind, and with obedient 
hearts. Nothing can be more diſcouraging to a faith- 
ful Miniſter, than to obſerve that his preaching pro- 
duces no laſting effects; that the cleareſt declarations 
of the Will of God, the moſt convincing evidences of 
the guilty and periſhing ſtare of mankind, the moſt 
powerſul motives to repentance, the moſt aſtoniſhing - || 
diſplays of divine grace and glory in the Redeemer, -M 
and all that can be ſaid to reclaim ſinners, and inſtru 
them in the ways of wiſdom and holineſs, are to little 
or no advantage. His ſoul weeps in ſecret for the 
blindneſs and hardneſs of mens hearts ; and it is his 
ſad complaint, that he /abors in vain and ſpends his 
ftrength for nought. But when, on the contrary, he 
ſees the ſucceſs of his miniſtry, that many are turned L 
uato righteouſneſs from the error of their ways, and t 
are walking as children of light, ready to obey all = 
the commands of Chriſt, it gives him ſuperior ſatiſ- te 
faction, and inlarges his heart in many thankſgivings dt 
to God. For he does not attribute to himſelf, but tl 
to the power of the Word of God accompanied with ſu 
the Holy Spirit, that happy ſucceſs which follows his _ of 
preaching. . He conſiders, it is the truth revealed in Ol 
the Goſpel, that ſilences all the vain reaſonings of tbe th 
carnal mind, and brings every thought into captivity an 
1 | 
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to the elieden of Chriſt. He acknowleyes God - 
the author of this grace conferred on his hearers, and 
therefore pives the glory to him, He praiſes God, 
becauſe the Redeemer's kingdom is advanced ; becauſe 
ſo many fouls are recovered from death to life by 
receiving the Word of Chriſt ; becauſe he has obtained 
ſo many ſeals of his miniſtry, who are his hope and 
Joy now, and will be his crown of rejoicing in the 
preſence of our Lord Jefus Chriſt at his coming. 
Both Miniſters and Chriſtians, who know the Goſpel 
to be the Power of God to ſalvation to every one that 
 believeth, rejoice as the Angels in heaven do, when 
ſinners are brought to repentance. by * the 
Goſpel of the bleſſed God. 


I ſhall now apply what has ber faid i in Addrefles 6 
ſuited to the preſenc ſolemnity. N * 


My firſt Addreſs ſhall be to hi . wap who is 
* of God, by the ſuffrages of this Church and 
Congregation, to the work of the Miniſtrx in this place. 


8 Sir, 


Tou have heard, in is ed diſcourſe, what 
that work is to which you are called, and now before 
this aſſembly are to be ſeparated. Lou are not called 
to appear merely as a public ſpeaker, whoſe credit 
depends on force of genius, the power of rhetoric, or 

the depth of ſcience. Your buſineſs is not to per- 
ſuade men into decency of conduct, and the practice 

of ſocial virtues, by dry lectures of moral philoſophy, 
or bring them to obey your dictates by impreſſing 
their minds with a veneration for your ſacred character 


and prieſtly W But you are to preach the 
uncorru pied 


ti ) 
uncorrupted Word of God—the truth as it is in 
Jeſus— the very things which God has revealed in 
the holy Scriptures; without adding or diminiſhing. 
our duty is to ſhew men the way of Salvation made 
Enown in the Goſpel, and inſtruct your hearers in all 
things pertaiving to the &ingdom of God. If you pre- 
ſume to teach any thing as neceſſary to ſalyation for 
which you have no divine warrant, your people may 
juſtly deſpiſe your aſſumed authority. If you negle&t 
to deliver the whole counſel of God, you will be guilty 


of unfaithfulneſs. All the words that God ſpeaks in 


the ſacred Oracles, you muſt receive into your heart, 


and fpeak to the people, with ſuch full aſſurance of 


the truth of what you deliver, that you may addreſs 


them with good authority and ſay— Thus faith the 


Lord, whether you will hear, or whether you will 
for bear.“ Your labor will be, to make every doctrine 
of Scripture clear to the underſtanding—to convince 
the conſcience —and render your hearers inexcuſable 
if they reſuſe to obey the Word of God which you 


dividing the Word of Truth, and giving to every one 
his portion in due ſeaſon; if you teach no other 
things but what our Lord and his holy Prophets and 
Apoſtles have ſpoken; fear not the faces of men, the 
truth will ſupport you againſt all their reproaches. 
Speak thoſe things which you aſſuredly know and 
believe, with all freedom and boldneſs; but in all 
doubtful points, and matters of mere opinion, be modeſt 
and cautious. You will ſometimes find it neceſſary 
to uſe every kind of argument to remove prejudices 
againſt the truth, and confirm chriſtian doctrine; but 
take heed that you do not kad men to build their 
faith on human reaſonings, more than the _—_— 
TY. : 3 


deliver. If. you ſpeak as the Oracles of God, rightly 
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paſſions of your hearers, and endeavor to alarm their 


fears, encourage their hope and joy in Chriſt, and 
_ excite the life and ſpirit of religion in the ſouls of 
your people; but ſee that you do not itrain up their 
paſſions to an enthuſiaſtic heighth, or inſpire them 
with a falſe and ungovernable zeal, while they have no 
tight in their underſtandings. 'In the manner of your 
preaching, you will accommodate yourſelf to the diffe- 
rent capacities, tempers, taſtes, and modes of thinking 
which you obſerve among your hearers, and labor to 

Pleaſe all men for their edification, that by all poſſible 
methods you may ſave ſome; but be very careful not 
to give up or conceal any important truth thro” fear 
of piving offence, or complaiſance to men of corrupt 
minds; abate not the force of chriſtian dodtrines, nor 
relax the rules of duty which our Lord has, given to 

believers. + | e N 8 


That you may be a ,ribe inſtructed unto the bing- 
dom of heaven, and bring out of your treaſures things 
new and old, make the inſpired writings of the Old 
and New-Teſtament your conſtant ſtudy. Enter as far 
as poſſible into the true deſign and ſpirit of every book, 
and the meaning of every paragraph and ſentence. 
Go back in your mind to the times when theſe books 
were written ; conſider the occaſion and primary defign 
of them, how they muſt then have been underſtood 
and applied. Give every word and ſentence as large 
ſcope as may juſtly be admitted. Obſerve how the 
language of the Old Teſtament, together with the 
forms and types of the moſai&Law, are adapted to 
prefigure and illuſtrate the Goſpel; how the errors 

and vices of antient ages correſpond to thoſe of after- 
times; 
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times; and how perfectly the whole ſyltem of divine 


Revelation is accommodated to the general ſtate of 
mankind, and the circumſtances of the churches 1 in 
way age. FS F 


Let not your knowledge conſiſt only-of ſcattered 
fragments of Scripture, arranged into a doubiful and 
incoherent ſyſtem, which you aſſume for your creed : 
but take the proper connexion of the holy Scriptures, 


Read the Evangeliſts, with due attention to the plain 


account which they give us of our Lord's preaching 
and miracles; read the Epiſtles ro the Churches, and 
ſee what goctrines the Apoſtles taught as neceſſary to 
be known and believed; obſerve the manner of rea- 
ſoning by which they illuſtrate and inforce every 
article of chriſtianity; carefully attend to the propriety 
of every argument, and the import of every word; 
and if poſſible let not one idea ſlip unnoticed which 
was in the mind of the inſpired penman. What you 


have thus learned from the Oracles of God, deliver 


to your people with gravity and ſincerity, and with 
that aſſurance which a full perſuaſion of the truth will 
give you: but demand not of them an implicit faith; 

make conviction blaze with full light on their minds ; ; 
urge them to ſearch the Scriptures, and ſee whether 
theſe things are ſo, without ſetting up any authority 
inſtead of the Scriptures. Labor, both publicly and 
privately, to bring them to a clear underſtanding of 
the Word of God; and let it be your conſtant prayer 


to God, both for yourſelf and them, that the:God of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of glory, may give 
you the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation in the know-. 
ledge of him ; the eyes of your underſtanding being in. 


| Ledien that you may know what is the hope of his 


calling, 
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calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inberi- 
tance in the ſaints, and what the exceeding greatneſs 
. of his power toward them that believe ; and that the 
Mord of God may dwell in you richly in all wiſdom, and 


make you daily increaſe in the knowledge bis will. 


Thus you will go on with courage, and make full | 
prof of your Miniſtry, whatever difficulties you meet 


with: and you may hope for ſome good ſucceſs in 


the courſe of your labors, the Spirit of the Lord ac- 


companying his word. If you land in God's counſel, 
and cauſe the people to hear his Word, you will turn the 


 zoicked from their evil way, and from the evil of their 
doings, and make the heart of the righteous glad. But 
it they will not hear and obey the Goſpel, they will 


be left without excuſe, and if they periſh their blood 
will be on their -own head, and God will be glo- 


 rified by the teſtimony you have born againſt them. 


The Word of God is not preached in vain; it is 
either a /avor. of life unto life, or of death unto death. 
lt will not return void, but will accompliſh that which 
God pleaſeth, and proſper in the thing whereto he ſends 


it. Be faithful therefore, and ſpeak all that God 
commands you; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long- 


. ſuffering and doctrine; and then, though 1/rael be not 


gathered, yet will you be glorious in the eyes of the 


Lord, and your God will be your ftrength ; and whether 


your people will hear or forbear, yet they ſhall know 
that a good miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt ' has been among 


them, and when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, you 


will receive a crown of glory which fadeth not away. 


E ---. 4 
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Brethren of this Church and Congregation, 


I muſt now turn myſelf to you, and endeavor to | 
impreſs your minds with thoſe important things which | 
you have heard, and the deſigu of our aſſembling at 
this time. You have called a Miniſter, and he now | 
ſtands before you ready to devote himſelf to your 
ſervice : but what is your deſign. in giving him this 
call? Have you no other thought than merely to | 
comply with form and cuſtom, and keep up a how 
af seligion? Would you wiſh only to be entertaiged 
oy with new ſpeculations, or ſomething pleaſing to the 
8 ear? No; charity dictates, you have ſome very ſu- oY 
= perior views. You have proceeded with ſeriouſneſs, | « 
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after peculiar frowns of Providence as to your former 
-miniſter, and cholen another perſon to preach to you 
the Word of God tor your eternal ſalvation, You 
deſire to know what you {hall do to inherit everlaſting 
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life. You are convinced of your need of the mercy | @ 
ww of God, and that this mercy is reveiled in the Goſpel, y 
= It is therefore neceſſary, in order to your believing | 

BY | in Jeſus Chriſt, that you ſhould be acquainted with 

5 his amiable and glorious characters, and the wonderful d 
things He has done for che Redemption of -mankind; | Aa 
and that you ſhou}d underſtand the doctrines and pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel, and be conſtantly inſtructed and 
quickened in religion. You mgan to take your reli- 
gion wholly from che Scriptures; and yet deſire to 
be aſſiſted by your Miniſter in acquiring divine kaow- 
ledge, and to have the things which you have learned 
revived" in your memories and impreſſed on your 
hearts, that you may go forward to greater and 
greater perfection both of knowledge and obedience. * 
Attend therefore on the miniſtry of the Paſtor who is 
now 
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now to be ſet over you in the Lord, with co 
and ſeriouſneſs; wich deep concern to obtain repentance 
unto life; that being made heirs of the righteouſneſs 
of faith, and perſevering in the ways of well. doing, you 
may be ſaved in the great day of Chriſt's appear ing. 


| Hear and judge of what your Miniſter delivers, by 
your own acquaintance with the ſacred Seriptures; 


not with a captious diſpoſition, watching only for his 
miſtakes, but with an earneſt deſire that the truth 
may work effectually in your hearts. With charity 
cover whatever infirmities you may obſerve; encou- 


rage and help your paſtor in his work, by your fer- 
vent prayers that he may be led to the knowledge of 
every thing which Chriſt has commanded him to 


teach, and ſo come to you from time to time in the 


fulneſs of the bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt; and 


give him occaſion to rejoice in your zeal and conſtancy 
in public worſhip, your proficiency in chriſtian doctriue, 
and all the evidences of the efficacy of the Goſpel on 
your hen ²˙ͤ 


The deſign of your meeting together every Lord's 


day is not to give your opinion of the ſermon as ſoon 


as it is finiſhed, applaud or condemn, and then think 


no more of it; but to receive ſpiritual advantage by 


the doQtrines of Chriſt. Therefore, let it be your 


concern that the Goſpel may be the power of God unto 


your ſalvation ; that it may purify your conſciences from 


the works of fin which end in death, and bring you 
to ſerve the living God in righteouſneſs and: holineſs, 
Conſider; that ſame divine Word which is now-preach- 


ed in your religious aſſemblies, will judge you at the 


laſt day; you are dying men, and muſt ſhortly appear 
before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, to receive the 
Ln | rewards 
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rewards due to your character and behavior; and if 
you believe and obey the Word of God, you will 


obtain glory, honor, and immortality in heaven; but if 


you obey not the truth, ad ſtill contipue fervants of 
unrighteonſneſs, God will render to you, in-that day, 
indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh. Hear 
then, as for the life of your ſouls. Meditate on the 
Word ot God day and night. Walk in all the com - 
mandments and ordinances. of the Lord blameleſs. 
Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Maintain the unity of the, ſpirit in the 


| bond of peace ; love one another; and ſtadiouſly avoid 


all occaſions of contention. And may the God of all 
grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by 
Jeſus Chriſt, eſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you, and make 
you more and more perte& in every good work, 
To him I commend both the Paſtor and the Flock, 
who is able to build you up in your moſt holy faith, 
fill you with hope and joy, and give you at laſt an 


inheritance among them that are ſanctified. 


1 ſhall now conclude with a ſew words to this 
whole aſſembly. :- 


My Friends and Brethren——You are all deeply 
intereſted in the things which have now been ſpoken _ 


Lou live in a land of light, where the Goſpel is 


preached from ſabbath to ſabbath, in ſeaſon and out 
of ſeaſon — Are you ſenſible of the importance of it, 
and the high privileges with which you are favored ? 
While God ſuffers a great part of mankind to walk 
in their own ways, and to continue under the power 
of Satan, in the practice of all manner of vices and 


abominable idolatries, having the underſtanding ae | 


ey 


ant and being alienated from the life of God renal 
the ignorance that is in them becauſe of the blindneſs 
of their heart; He ſpeaks to you by his Son from 
heaven; He has written to you the great. things of. 
his law and grace; and ſpeaks to you by all his mi- 
niſters, warning you to flee from the wrath to come, 
and embrace the prom:ſe of eternal life through Jeſus _ 
Chriſt his Son. The Oracles of God are in your 
hands, and in them you have a full and affecting view 
of the ſinful and ruined State of human nature, the 
glorious diſplays of divine mercy, the method of re- 
conciliation to God, the obligations to obedience, the 


terrors of the Lord at the great day of judgment, 


and the everlaſting Joys prepared for the righteous, - 
"Theſe are the important articles of religion which 
your miniſters preach, which are continually inculcated 
in this land of light; and you are not compelled to 
receive for dodrines the commandments of men, or 
hold the traditions of the elders, but may eaſily judge 
for yourſelves what is truth and duty. - Aſk yourſelves 
now this ſerious queſtion Does the Word of God 
work effectually in our hearts, being received and mixed 
with faith ?!—— Remember that the Goſpel will either 
revive your ſouls, and bring you ro the enjoyment of 
eternal life, or condemn you at laſt to a more intolera- 
ble puriſhment than that of the greateſt ſinners among 
the heathen, for rebelling againſt the authority of the 

Son of God, and refuſing the calls and offers of merc 
Your miniſters are unto God a ſweet ſavor of Chriſt 
both in them that are ſaved and in them that periſh; 
to the one, they are the ſavor of death unto 2 
aud to the other, the ſavor of life. Therefore take 
heed how you hear—Antend with all "won of 
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May God open your hearts to receive the truth with 
love, and guide your feet in the way of life. 
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